70        A SYNTHETIC VIEW OF VEDINTA

and institutionalism should correct and complement each other
and thus help in building up a league of faiths which insists
both on individual experience and social solidarity.

Is THE RELIGIOUS METHOD PSYCHOLOGICAL
AND PRAGMATIC OR HISTORICAL ?

Psychology studies the inner religious experience of man
and his spiritual education and enlightenment- It may be
called the experimental proof of God, e.g., the Quakers
rely more upon such personal experiences than on mere
literalism and dogma. From this point of view there are
three types of experience: (1) the intellectual attitude;

(2) the attitude of feeling like fear, reverence and love ; and

(3) the belief in the working of God's will in human will
which is the will attitude. But the chief difficulty of this
method is that it is subjective and not objective. The prag-
matist thinks of the value of the experience and he insists more
upon the value-judgment than on these judgments. The test
of true experience is three-fold. It should satisfy the intellect,
elevate our conduct and promise eternal blessedness. If a
religious experience satisfies these three tests, then it is true.
But there can be no value-Judgment without any judgment.
Besides, truth may work, but whatever works may not be
true. If truth is trueness, it may become a make-believe. The
historic method corrects these extremes and refers to the
working of God in history. It says that human history
shows the one increasing purpose of God and it consists in
establishing His Kingdom on earth.

DOES RELIGION AIM AT UNIFORMITY OR UNITY ?

The theological mind is more interested in standard-
izing faith than in promoting personal freedom. It is of the